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The author's qualifications.
stance1, and from time to time obligingly satisfied my inqu by communicating to me the incidents of his early years; acquired a facility in recollecting, and was very assiduou recording, his conversation, of which the extraordinary vi and vivacity constituted one of the first features of his charai and as I have spared no pains in obtaining materials concer him, from every quarter where I could discover that they we be found, and have been favoured with the most liberal < municatians by his friends ; I flatter myself that few biograj have entered .upon such a work as this, with more advantf independent of literary abilities, in which I am not vain en to compare myself with some great names who have gone b me in this kind of writing.
Since my work was announced, several Lives and Memo Dr. Johnson have been published3, the most voluminous of v
1 Mrs. t'io/xi records the following conversation with Johnson, which, she says, look • plctcu on July  18,   1773. 'And who will  lie my biographer,' saitl he,' do you think?'   'Goldsmith, no doubt,' replied I ; 'and he will do it the best among us.'   'The dog would write it bust to be sure,'replied lie; 'but his particular malice towards me, and general disregard for truth, would mtikc the book useless to all, and injurious to my character.'  'OKI JLS to that,'  said I,  ' we should all fasten upon him, and force him to do •you justice j   but  the worst is, the Doctor does not know your life ; nor Can I tell indeed who docs, except Dr. Taylor   of Ashbourne.'     'Why Taylor,1 said he, Ms better acquainted with  my heart,   than   any man   or woman now alive; and the history of my Oxford exploits lies all between him  and  Adams;   but   Dr.  James knows my very early days better than he,    After my coming" to London to drive the world about a little, you must all go to Jack Hawkesworlh for anecdotes : I lived in great familiarity with him (though I think there was not much  affection) from the year
1753 till the time Mr. Thrale tir. took me up. I intend, howe's disappoint the rogues, and make you write the life, with Ti intelligence; or, which is bet! it myself after outliving you i am now,' added he, ' keeping a in hopes of using it for that pi some time.' Piozzi's Ancc. p. 31. much of this is true cannot be k Boswell some time before thi versation had told Johnson thai tended to write his Life, and Jc had given him many particula fast, March 31, 1772, and Aj: 1773). He read moreover in script most of Boswcll's Tour Hebrides, and from it learnt intention. ' It is no small s; tion to me to reflect,1 Boswell 'that Dr. Johnson, after beir prised of my intentions, commur to me, at subsequent periods, particulars of his' life.' 130 Hebrides, Oct. 14, 1773.
3 'It may be said the death Johnson kept the public mind tation beyond all former examp literary character ever excited s attention.' Murphy's Johnson,fairly be applied the words that (rib-     p. 308.
